SOVIET   WOMEN   IN   THE   EAST                277

Boats, Red Yurtas or tents, equipped often \\ith electric
light and wireless sets, and open for women alone. Such
institutes acted as elementary schools for the women's
movement. They assisted with legal advice, and gradually
brought women into the stream of industrial and cultural
activity.

This selfless work of the Russian women missionaries,
learning new languages, living amidst miserable and
insanitary- conditions, risking their lives daily through
poisoned meals or direct attack, and even wearing the
vile paranja or horsehair veil in order that eventually the
native women might cast them off, makes marvellous
reading. A book like Fannina Halle's " Women in the
Soviet East" is singularly akin to the tales of missionary
doctors and engineering pioneers with which we were
familiar in our youth, but with one great difference.
English missionaries struggled on with scant assistance, and
often tacit opposition, from their country as a whole.
Soviet Russian women had their country's goodwill from
the first, and all its resources solidly at their back.

Side by side with the cultural penetration of women
missionaries was ranged the mass cultural attack upon the
people as a whole, which sent vast numbers of men,
women, and students of both sexes as doctors, lawyers,
locksmiths, musicians, teachers, to pave the way for
further changes.

Prejudices slowly collapsed. Women learn now to
clean their dwellings, to use soap, to plant vegetables, to
tend children. Thirty-eight primitive peoples were pro-
vided with new alphabets, for of the various tribes in
Northern Asia not one had a written language.

A dramatic moment came with a mass rejection of the
paranja on the International Women's Day of March 8th,
1928. Fannina Halle thus describes it:

" On that day ... tens of thousands of women, huddled
in paranjas and chachvans poured like a menacing
avalanche through the narrow choked streets, squares
and bazaars of the ancient Central Asian cities. . . .
Above this silent gloomy approaching mass} still without